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We have a big day today. It started off with enjoying an extra hour of sleep, which is always helpful. We prayed for the team going to Houston. We will be sharing in communion in a bit. And, we have lunch together followed by our annual meeting this afternoon.

We are also in week 10 in our study of the Apostles’ Creed. We believe what Christians have believed across the centuries and around the globe. 

Since we started this series, there have been these two phrases that every time we have read them, I could almost feel the questions.

The first phrase is he, “…descended into hell…” and I could feel a collective, “What does that mean?” in the room. “Did he? Did he descend into hell?” We covered that a couple weeks ago.

The other phrase is the one we are covering today, “…the holy catholic church, the communion of saints…” I can feel that some of us are like, “What? Are we Catholics?”

With that said, let’s read the Apostles’ Creed together.

“I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father Almighty, from whence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.”

Thank you. If you would, please turn in your Bible to Revelation 7.

We believe, we embrace, and hold fast to the belief in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints. Though this statement is one thought, I want to break it down into two phrases, and unpack them individually. 

When this first phrase is used, “the holy catholic church,” this is not a reference to the Roman Catholic Church, but rather the universality of the church. 

You and I belong to a bigger family than we can fathom.

You and I have brothers and sisters all over the world who have no shared language but the language of the gospel, who have no real shared socioeconomic status or race. But, you and I belong to a family of faith that goes well beyond what we see here today. 

All over the world, in different languages and different contexts and different styles, men and women, our brothers and sisters are lifting up the name of Jesus Christ, preaching the Word of God, singing to God, breaking the bread of Communion, and enjoying the God of our salvation.

God is saving and adopting and bringing into his own the family. The Bible says, “Once you were not a people, but now you are a people.” 

When the Apostles’ Creed says “the holy catholic church,” it’s referencing all Christians everywhere over all time as a part of our family, as a part of something we belong to.

In fact, we get a glimpse of it here in Revelation 7. 
Here’s what it says: “After this I [John] looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”

This is the holy catholic church, the church universal. We are not talking about a building or location, or even a denomination but all believers over all time always. 

I praise God for all that He is doing here at Christ Community. But, I also praise God for what he’s doing at the church down the street. We’re not in competition with anybody else. 

There are many churches, who are faithfully preaching the Bible, faithfully proclaiming the gospel, all around us. 

We should always praise those who seek to proclaim the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Maybe they have a different style. Maybe they do it a different way, but we have no enemy but our flesh and Satan.

We are a part of the church universal. This is a fulfillment of the promise God made, starting in Genesis 3, verbally and clearly spoken in Genesis 12, and confirmed through the law and the prophets. 

The nations of the earth would be blessed. Here we are, the holy catholic church. 

The creed doesn’t just stop there. It moves on to talk now about our interaction, the communion of the saints. 

You have this big church universal that has nothing to do with walls or buildings or meeting spaces.

It has to do with all Christians everywhere across all time and location. 

Communion of the saints is more than just that we hold a set of common beliefs together. [Marinade]

Now, the communion of the saints, is that spot where we cross paths, where we gather, where we come together, where our lives kind of mingle and marinate. We take on the flavor of one another.

By the way, it’s God’s good design that we would belong to a local church, not that we would go to one. Attending is different than belonging. 

Now, I am not just talking about “membership”; though I think that is important. But the reality is, we have some members who are just attending here.

Here is one definition of the local church by Jonathan Leeman, who has written a lot of books on church and church order. 

Here’s what he said. “A local church is a group of Christians who regularly gather in Christ’s name to officially affirm and oversee one another’s membership in Jesus Christ and his kingdom through gospel preaching and gospel ordinances.”

The gospel ordinances are baptism and Communion. 

To go to a church is not the same thing as to belong. In Leeman’s definition of gathering together consistently in order to speak into each other’s lives and hold one another up to what Christ has called us, to affirm in one another the presence of Christ. 

I get it, yes, but how? How do we do that? Well, I’m glad you asked.

The New Testament gives us a space in which we are to walk in this communion of the saints. It does that through the 59 “one anothers.” 

Because there are 59 of them and they are found throughout the entire New Testament I am not going to have you turn to each of them. So let me just give them to you.

Love one another. Serve one another. Accept one another. Strengthen one another. Help one another. Encourage one another. Care for one another. Forgive one another. Submit to one another. Commit to one another. 

Build trust with one another. Quick question. How do you build trust with another person? Well, you’re close enough for them to betray your trust, correct? 

You build trust because people keep coming through for you, which means you are close enough for you to need to trust them with something, and they come through in being trustworthy.

That means these things cannot be worked out in attendance on the weekend in a room this size. 

To simply go to, to simply come and sit and hear a sermon is not the fullness of what God has for you in Christ. It’s simply not. 

We continue.

Be devoted to one another. Be patient with one another. Amen? Be interested in one another. Be accountable to one another. Confess to one another. Live in harmony with one another.

Do not pass judgment on one another. Do not slander one another. Instruct one another. Greet one another. Admonish one another. Spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Meet with one another. 

Agree with one another. Be concerned for one another. Be humbled to one another in love. 

Be compassionate to one another. How could you possibly be compassionate to anyone when you don’t know their story, you don’t know their life, you don’t know their history, you don’t know what they’ve been through?

To know where people are coming from creates empathy and compassion. If you just watch the behavior in a moment, you can lack compassion. 

It’s easy to get a little miffed at someone who blocking the aisle at the grocery store, totally oblivious to you or anyone else trying to get down the aisle. It’s a completely different story if you knew she had just come from the doctors and was given the news she has cancer. 

If you know someone’s background, you’re far more apt to have empathy and compassion for them than if you don’t know where they have come from, what they have come through. 

In order to know someone’s background, you must actually know them. Not on the Facebook level. 

Do not anger one another. Do not lie to one another. Do not grumble to one another. Give preference to one another. Be at peace with one another. Be of the same mind to one another. Comfort one another. Be kind to one another. Live in peace with one another. Carry one another’s burdens. 

Again, these “one another’s” are impossible if you simply go to a church rather than belonging to one.

In fact, the very idea of belonging to a church is to operate in these “one another’s” imperfectly but seriously pursuing. 

This is the battleground of the “one another’s.” This is where we’re going to commit to work out the “one another” commands of the N.T. 

Where is the space I’m going to put down roots and say, “Here is the space I’m going to work this out in”?

If you remember the grid, we said we wanted to study the Apostles’ Creed because we were hoping it would help create symmetry, that it would create clarity for us, that it would help us understand our community, and ultimately, it would help us counsel ourselves and one another.

With this in view, let’s talk about the grid. 

If we believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, how should that shape our symmetry? 

Think about this for a moment. If you know everyone, you don’t know anyone. Does that make sense? If you know everyone, you don’t know anyone deeply.

When it comes to connectivity and relationships we are 100 miles wide and a half-inch deep. It’s why we can have 100 friends and feel lonely and unknown. 

It’s why we can have 100 friends who we hang out with, who we go see movies with, who we talk football with, we talk about what Chip and Jojo did to that house. Right? (I lost some of you and gained some of you.)
We can have all of these conversations, but we don’t feel known. 

Nobody knows our hopes. Nobody knows our fears. Nobody knows our background, our struggle. 

We’ve hidden those things because we haven’t built trust, because we’re 100 miles wide. We know 50 people, so we know no one. This is not the pattern of the life of Christ. Jesus had the 12. Then he had the three. 

If we watch the rhythm of Jesus, Jesus has an inner circle of three and then a strong group of 12. Then you also see he has this group of 72. You can make the case from what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15 that there was this group of 500 Jesus appeared to. 

Yet, Jesus spends the bulk of his time with 12 and some really intense, heart level, praying, sweat drops of blood with three.

He goes up on the Mount of Transfiguration not with 12 but with three. 

He’s in the garden of Gethsemane pleading with God his Father not with the 12, but with the three. 

I’m telling you, you will never walk in what God has for you in regard to depth and meaning of relationship if you have 60 friends. 

Now, have your 60 acquaintances, but don’t lose sight of what a friend actually is.

A friend sticks closer than a brother. See, most of your relationships will be ships passing in the night. Out of sight, out of mind. 

Most of your relationships are that way. If you moved away, you would probably not keep in touch with most of who you know right now.

Yet God’s call on our lives is to deep, rich friendships that are rooted and established in how he has called us to himself. 

Look I am not saying you tell someone, “Hey, I’m full. Sorry, my dance card is full. I don’t have room for another good friend.”
 
If you know 50 people, you don’t know anyone. On the flip side, if you have a small group you do life with and never kind of dig deep into one another’s hopes and fears and histories, again, you’re not getting all the Lord has for you. 

See, our histories and hopes and fears shape who we are right now. There’s a reason we behave the way we do. There’s a reason we react the way we do.

To know one another’s backgrounds, to know where we’re coming from, to know what we’re currently struggling with, to know what we are hoping for starts to build in support and encouragement like we never dreamed. 

In these deep relationships there is an understanding of our shared histories, understanding of what our hopes and fears and dreams are that help us mingle and do life at a deep level with one another. 

That’s symmetry. God calls us to belong, to connect with others who are serious about pursuing the Lord.

On clarity, I’ll just state it simply. God has called you to himself. In calling you to himself, he has called you to others, both to be a blessing and to receive the blessing of others.

On community, you and I as finite creatures are limited in time and resources. What that means is we’re constantly making tradeoffs. 

To say yes to this is to say no to that. Every time you say yes, you are saying no to something else. 

You have limited hours, limited energy, limited money, limited time, and limited relational capacity.

You and I live in a constant state of trading off. “I will say yes to this. Saying yes to this means I say no to that.” 

The question is, will we prioritize, will we create space, will we create margin in which relationships might actually flourish and grow? 
Our culture runs 100 miles an hour an inch in front of the car behind us. We’re zooming. Always working, always on, always dialed in, always connecting with new things.

If we don’t prioritize and create space, our lives will live us. We will not live them. 

There are all these things you would love to do, but you can’t. No, you can. You’ve chosen not to.
 
Here’s the reality. Many of the things I have said to no to in life are really good things. But they required some tradeoffs.

My question for you is…Are you prioritizing and creating margin so you might sow into deep, meaningful relationships? 

It will not accidentally happen. You’re going to have to create space for it. You’re going to have to be serious about it.

When it comes to counsel, if we were looking at the raw data of your life (indulge me here), you probably shouldn’t listen to you a lot. 


If we’re just looking at the evidence of your life, maybe there has been, say, 10 percent time where you have said, “I know this is wrong. I know I shouldn’t say this, but I’m going to say it. I know this is wrong. I know I shouldn’t do it, but I’m going to do it.”

However, 90 plus percent of time everything you’ve ever said or done, you’ve said and done because you believed you were right. Right? 

The vast majority of the time you say to yourself; “I think this is right. I know this is right, so I’m going to do this.” 

I would that you should probably stop that. 
Listen to what the Bible says in Proverbs 11:14, “Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is safety.” 

Again in Proverbs 24:6: “…for by wise guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance of counselors there is victory.” 

The Christian is open to the counsel of others. Our posture before a holy God and our brothers and sisters should be one of humility where we are earnest to hear wise counsel.

The communion of saints affects how we counsel ourselves and counsel others in that I counsel myself not to trust myself, and I ask others to speak into my life.

The Bible says (don’t get upset at me) you’re a fool if you have not done this. If you have not invited others to engage you, if you have not invited others… “Where am I weak? Where am I out of step with the gospel? Where can I be stronger? How can I live this? How can I love my wife more faithfully? How can I be a better father? What does it look like where I am in life to faithfully serve the Lord and balance all of these responsibilities I have?” 

You invite others in to help, or the Bible says you are a fool, trusting in yourself.

Let me end with a Max Lucado quote and two questions. “Questions can make hermits out of us, driving us into hiding, yet the cave has no answers. Christ distributes courage through community. He dissipates doubts through fellowship.” 

I’m going to read that sentence again. I want you to think about what Max is saying there. “Christ distributes courage through community. He dissipates doubts through fellowship.”

Friends, if you lack courage or are struggling with doubt, the answer to either of these struggles isn’t to run until you can pretend you don’t have such things but to dive head first into the community, acknowledging that you do have such things. 

“[God] never deposits all knowledge in one person but distributes pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many. When you interlock your understanding with mine, and we share our discoveries, when we mix, mingle, confess, and pray, Christ speaks.”

The tangible presence of God is most often revealed in living among the communion of the saints. 

On the day of trouble, it is the communion of saints that will lead you to feel and sense the presence of God in your life. There is nothing as beautiful and freeing than coming clean to other Christians of your struggles, shortcomings, and failures, and having them respond to, “Oh, thank God. Me too. Maybe we can fight this together.”

See, sin would have you believe that you’ve gone too far. Sin would have you believe that no one else struggles like you struggle with what you struggle with. 

I’m trying to encourage you that you are believing a lie. To trust and build trust with the communion of the saints is how we live out and walk in right relationship with God and to one another.

I have two questions. How are you living out the “one another’s” right now? Is this it? Is your showing up here and listening to a sermon the extent of your Christian walk? 

That’s unfortunate. You’re robbing yourself of some really beautiful things. 

The second thing I would ask is more on the practical side of things. In what ways are you taking steps, are you creating margin so that the relationships with others might deepen?

Are you in a small group, attending a Sunday school? Are you creating space to do life with others in that group? 

Are you showing up to things like the evening prayer meeting we have the second Sunday of the month where we cry out and pray together? 

Are you serving on a ministry team? I tell you what, you sit with another mom in the nursery one Sunday morning and you find time to connect with another mom with whom you can share your heart.

Are you living out the “one another’s”? What steps need to be taken to increase the opportunity for deep relationships with one another?

Let’s pray.

Move to communion

[bookmark: _GoBack]Benediction “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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